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“Y{nternal Fmprovement. 





FROM THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 


EXTRACT. 


We would gladly proceed to extend 
these remarks, and exemplify them in 
detail; but we must, for the present, 
forego that pleasure, and introduce to 
the notice of our readers the important, 
wise and effectual plan for the improve- 


ment of our country, which gave rise to || 


them, and which, in our opinion, is bet- 
ter suited to the existing calls of the na- 
tion, and will do more for the encourage- 
ment of useful science and for the deve- 
lopment of our physical resources, than 
any institution in the United States. 
The Board of Public Works in the 
state of Virginia, was established by an 
act of the General Assembly, passed Fe- 
bruary, 1816, entitled “An Act creating 
a fund for internal improvement.” Thir 
teen members constitute the Board, who 
are called by the act, “The President 
and Directors of the Board of Public 
Works.” Of these, the Governor, the 
Attorney General, and the Treasurer of 
the commonwealth are, ex officio, mem- 
bers, and the Governor is the President 
of the Board. The ten other members 
are elected annually by the Assembly, 
in certain proportions, from different sec- 
tions of the state. They hold their an- 
nual meetings at Richmond, during the 
session of the General Assembly, and re- 


ceive the same pay and compensation as 
VoL. I. 


| the members of the House of Delegates. 
The Board has the control and manage- 
ment of the fund for internal improve- 
ment, which will be presently noticed: 
they have power to fill any vacancy that 
may happen during the year, and to ap- 
point a treasurer, secretary, principal en- 

ineer and assistants, &c. and to fix the 
salaries of the different officers. In short, 
the Board has the usual pewers of cor- 
porations, and are bound by the act to 
make an annual report to the legislature 
of all their proceedings. 

The objects of internal improvement, 
in aid of which the Board is authorized 
to subscribe in behalf of the state, are 
| canals, roads, opening river navigation, 
'&c. For these purposes, the act pre- 
iscribes the circumstances under which 
| the application of the funds shall be 
}made. On the request of any yom f 
/or commissioners for carrying into ef- 
‘fect any project for internal improve- 
‘ment, the Board directs their engineer to 
|make the preliminary surveys, examina- 
| tion, levels, and estimates, and if, upon 
his report, it shall appear to them that 
the proposed work will be of public uti- 
| lity, and promises a reimbursement, by 
tolls, &c. of the expense, the Board are 
|allowed to subscribe two-fifths of the 
amount of stock necessary to complete 
the work. But the most effectual and 
liberal assistance arises from the condi- 
tion of this subscription, which is, that 
no toll, interest or dividend is to be re- 
ceived by the Board on their two-fifths, 
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66 MILITARY ROADS. 


rofit of six per cent.on their three-fifths 
of the stock; and when the net proceeds 
of the work shall amount to more than 
six per cent. on three-fifths of the stock, 
and not until then, does the public re- 
ceive any share in the profit. 


From the National Intelligencer. 


We recollect no session of Congress 
which has been more distinguished for 
important reports from the heads of de- 
partments, and other state papers, than 
the present. Another was yesterday 
transmitted to the Heuse of Representa- 
tives, from the war department, being a 
report by Mr. Secretary Calhoun, in pur- 
suance of a resoiution passed at the last 
session, respecting the prosecution of in- 
ternal improvements, by means within 
the control of that department. As that 
report will be placed before the public 
in due time, we shall not now speak of 
the tenor nor of the merits of it; but 
shall advert to one or two interesting 
facts, which a consultation of the docu- 
ments transmitted with it have disclosed 
to us, respecting the roads or military 
Ways now in progress of execution, un- 
der the authority of. the war department. 

Of that from Plattsburg to Sackett’s 
Harbour, our readers are already ap- 
prised of the progress, by publications in 
the newspapers. 

Of the road from Columbia in the state 
of Tennessee, to Madisonville, alluded 
to in a debate in the House of Repre- 
sentatives the other day, fifty miles have 
been completed, by the troops, on the 
lower part of the road, making many 
causeways and bridges of the most du- 
rable materials; and, at the other end, 
about forty miles have been made south 
of the Tennessee river, making, in like 
manner, many bridges and causeways. 
The most laborious part of the road, it 
is added, has been completed, and done 
in the best manner. 

The military way, on the northwest- 
ern frontier, from Detroit to the foot of 
the Rapids of the Miami of the Lake, 


has progressed as far as Eight Mile 


Creek, that is, within eight miles of the 
Rapids, making in all a distance of 70 
miles. Of this road, the report’ of the 
commanding general says, it is an excel- | 








lent one, being eighty feet wide, the low 
places on it being all causewayed, and 
bridges built where necessary. The num- 
ber of causeways on it exceeds sixty, and 


the bridges are of considerable lengths 


that on which the troops are now em- 
ployed being 450 feet in length, con- 
structed of timber in the most durable 
manner. 

These are the only military road: 
which have been commenced. 

These improvements, besides saving 
to the United States much of the ex- 
pense of transportation, are of great im- 
portance to the community, generally. 
For our part, we should have no objec- 
tion to enlarging rather than reducing 
our military peace establishment, if it be 
always so usefully employed. 
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{If the female sex be excluded from the 
helm of government, and are denied by pub- 
lic opinien and the constitution of their frames 
the privilege of mingling in scenes of war and 
carnage—the road to true glory is not the 
less open to them. 

In the extended exercise of those softer 
virtues and kind feelings by which they make 
up our happiness in private life, they have 
open to them a path of usefulness and honour, 
compared to which all others are of little va- 
lue. To cheer the melancholy, and to assuage 
the pangs of the suflerer, have always been 
their employments; to reform the vicious and 
thus prevent misery, will diffuse a radiance 
about them, far brighter than that whick 
beams from the legislative sceptre or glances 
from the sword of the warrior. ] 


Pini the Ladies Monthly Museum of June, 1818 
MRS. ELIZABETH FRY. 


It is so rare that those who are bless- 
ed with all the blandishments of life, and 
can command all that their hearts de- 
sire, will descend from their lofty emi- 
nence to commune with wretchedness 
and misery, that such characters will al- 
ways be held in the highest esteem, and 
excite the regard and admiration of man- 
kind; but what ‘must we think, when, 
to .all the common acts of benevolence. 
we find a delicate female, who will dive 
into the gloomy depths of a prison, defy 
the damp and noxious vapour of a dun- 
geon, and waive all considerations oi 
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health and convenience, to be an eye- 
witness of the wretchedness and misery 
of poor deluded and unhappy beings, 
and come as an angel among them to mi- 
nister to their wants, restore them to a 
sense of conscious rectitude, teach them 
the pure doctrines of the Christian reli- 
gion, confirm the wavering, correct the 
habitually vicious, and console the trou- 
bled and despairing? When we find such 
characters, can we make too much of 
them? or hold them too much up to the 
notice of others, for their admiration or 
imitation? We know that unobtrusive 
merit shuns the day; and should be sorr 
to offer any thing that might offend; but 
we consider it a duty, and are proud of 
having an opportunity to present our 
subscribers with a portrait and brief 
sketch of the life of so excellent a wo- 
man, one who is equally an honour to 
herself, to her sex, and to humanity! 
But we forbear—there are occasions, 
when a simple detail of facts produces 
more effect than the most florid decla- 
mation; and such a one we conceive the 
present to be; the virtues of the mind 
are like the perfections of the body, 
when “unadorned, adorned the most.” 
We shall therefore call the attention of 
the reader to the following authentic ac- 
count, without anticipating the impres- 
sion that it cannot fail to make; and only 
premise, that, independent of the in- 
fluence such an example of benevolence 
and active usefulness might have, the 
particular object we had in view was to 
attract the notice of the public, and draw 
their attention to the “Proceedings of 
the Ladies’ Committee at Newgate,” 
which we have added to the present me- 
moir, in the hope, that the benefits of 
that improved system of prison disci- 
pline may be extended to the different 
towns and counties in our own kingdom, 
and to distant parts of the world. How- 
ever much this memoir may exalt Mrs. 
Fry in the opinion of the public, these 
“ Proceedings,” which this lady set on 
foot, while they plead. the cause of suf- 
fering humanity, exhibit the character of 
this amiable individual to more advan- 
tage than any comment we can make; 
for her angelic nature can never be so 
well understood as by contemplating 
the scene of wretchedness she entered, 
the depravity with which she was sur- 
rounded, the obstacles she had te con- 


*» 


tend with, the constancy with which she 
surmounted them, and the astonishing 
reform she effected, without the: use of 
coercive measures, in the morals and ha- 
hits of the female prisoners. The scene 
of misery described in this tract, is be- 
yond the conception of any one who has 
never been an eye-witness; and the be- 
nevolent woman, whose heart could 
prompt her to leave a happy domestic 
circle, in order to mitigate the sufferings, 
assuage the sorrow, and ‘ameliorate the 
condition of such hopeless and forlorn 
wretches, many of them more depraved 
by early neglect, and the influence of 
bad example and education, than by any 
real depravity of disposition, must be a 
being of a superior order. The whole 
tract is extremely interesting; clearly 
and well written by a dispassionate ob- 
server; and we beg, leave earnestly to 
recommend it to the perusal of the 
public. 

For the following authentic memoir of 
the excellent life of Mrs. Elizabeth Fry, 
we are indebted to the kindness of a 
friend, a member of the established 
church, who has subjoined some remarks 
on the philanthropy of this inimitable 
character, and the almost certain result 
of her labours,:in which we most cor- 
dially concur. 

This extraordinary and meritorious 
woman was born in the year 1780, and 
is Elizabeth, the third daughter of the 
late John Gurney, esq. of Earlham Hal), 
in the county of Norfolk. In her per- 
son, she is tall and graceful, and to great 
ventleness and sweetness, of manners, 
unites a firmness seldom to be equalled 
in her own sex, at the sane time pos- 
sessing a happy facility in obtaining the 
confidence of those to whom she ad- 
dresses herself, a talent which she has 
found eminently useful in her public la- 
bours. She ts a member of the benevo- 
lent society oi Christians, called Friends, 
or Quakers; and we understand is occa- 
sionally a minister in that religious so- 
ciety.. Mrs. Fry is a well educated, sen- 
sible woman; has a clear, sonorous voice, 
‘and delivers her serious readings with 
great precision and dignity. Inher early 
years she commenced that career of ac- 








tive benevolence, which has so strongly 

characterised her late successful endea- 

vours for the reformation of the unfortu- 

nate of her own sex. At about seventeen 
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years of age, she believed it to be her 
. duty to abandon what may be termed the 
innocent gaicties of life, such as dancing, 
music, and the charms of a very fine 
voice, believing them to be inconsistent 
with Christian gravity, and a_ useless 
waste of valuable time, and obtained her 
father’s consent to appropriate a large 
room in a building in his park, for the 
purpose of education, and in a short space 
of time, established a school for about 
eighty children of the neighbouring poor, 
to whom she devoted some hours every 
day for their instruction in useful learn- 
ing, and particularly in the study of the 
Holy Scriptures. In August, 1800, she 
was married to Joseph Fry, esq. of St. 
Mildied’s court, banker, by whom she 
had ten children, nine of whom are liv- 
ing. Shortly after her marriage, Mrs. 
Fry solicited and obtained the first sub- 
scription towards Mr. Lancaster’s Bo- 
rough School, and by this early effort, at 
a moment when Mr. Lancaster’s school 
was sinking for want of aid, did this 
lady’s solicitude for the education of the 
poor cherish that important establish- 
ment, which was shortly after consider- 
ed worthy/the patronage of royalty, and 
many of the most distinguished person- 
ages in the kingdom For many years 

t, Mrs. Fry has been a warm pro- 
moter of all plans of education that may 
tend to correct morals, and make our 
fellow creatures useful members of so- 
ciety. At East Ham, in Essex, adjacent 
to her present residence, in conjunction 
with another lady of the same parish, 
Mrs. Fry’s benevolent and constant at- 
tention has for several years been given 
to an extensive school, which has pro- 
duced a sensible change in the morals 
and habits of the poor in that neighbour- 
hood. About three years since, from 
some representations which were made 
to her of the dreadful and demoralized 
state of the female prisoners in the gaol 
of Newgate, she was induced to visit 
this prison, and, in defiance of the cau- 
tions of the keepers, against venturing 
amongst this depraved and unfortunate 
class of beings, the great zeal of this ex- 
traordinary woman, in prosecuting a line 
of conduct, dictated by a conviction of 
religious duty, led her daily to enter a 
scene of wretchedness almost unparal- 
leled in human nature.’ In her long and 








zealous intercourse with the poor, afilict- |) 
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ed, and abandoned, for the purpose of ef- 
fecting their reform, this adverse school 
has practically taught her, that gentle- 
ness and prudent kindness will frequent- 
ly subdue where severity fails; and there- 
by, she soon brought these poor outcasts 
around her, seated on the ground, and 
whilst she read the scriptures to them, 
many of them dissolved in tears. ‘This 
she repeated several times; but being at 
that time wholly resident in the country, 
Mrs. Fry was obliged to discontinue her 
labours until late in the autumn. of 1816, 
when, being settled in London for the 
winter, she again, with the concurrence 
of the magistrates, and obliging attention 
of the governor, chaplain, surgeon, and 
others, of the prison, undertook the al- 
most hopeless task of reducing this chaos 
of idleness, disorder, misery and vice, 
into a school of order, industry, and re- 
formation, in which she was early assist- 
ed by a committee of ladies chiefly of 
her own religious persuasion, and in 
which, considering the limited space of 
the prison, the success has not only ex- 
ceeded the most sanguine expectations, 
but has proved to a demonstration the 
superior excellency of this system of pri- 
son discipline over the plans which, with 
few exceptions, have been adopted, and, 
for centuries, prosecuted under our erro- 
neous and defective code of criminal and 
penal law. 

In conformity with this great under- 
taking, the first object was to reform the 
morals of these poor creatures by giving 
them instruction and keeping them from 
idleness; and for this purpose, the scrip- 
tures are daily read by some of the la- 
dies, without any comment, except im- 
pressing on their minds such passages as 
may touch peculiarly on their offences, 
and awaken feelings of contrition; and 
such employment found them as they are 
competent to. 

A school has also been opened for the 
offspring of these unfortunate women. 
who are entirely separated from. their 
mothers, and give an indescribable inte- 
rest to the scene, which has drawn forth 
tears of satisfaction from several reve- 
rend prelates who have visited it! The 
greatest attention is paid to this little 
school; and too much, praise cannot be 
bestowed on the benevolent exertions of 
all the ladies. 

Mrs. Fry continues to attend the pri- 
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son with unabating zeal, and the condi- 
tion of the female prisoners is greatly 
ameliorated; and from the testimony of 
all who witnessed their former state, has 
undergone a greater change than can be 
well described by the pen.. Mrs. Fry’s 
plan fer finding the prisoners employ- 
ment, according to their respective capa- 
cities, has made them comparatively 
happy in their disgraced situation; and, 
by the daily and unremitting attentions 
ef the female committee, it is expected, 
in the course of time, will contribute al- 
most wholly to their support, if parlia- 
ment will grant them the additional ac- 
commodation of a building large enough 
for a complete classification, the present 
being on too inconvenient and limited a 
scale. 

Independent of the personal comfort 
these unfortunates derive from the alte- 
ration, and the rewards given them for 
industry and improvement, Mrs. Fry in- 
quires into the nature of their offences; 
and when not very flagitious, and they 
appear to be the victims of thoughtless- 
ness and ignorance, or the dupes of prac- 
tised artifice, she intercedes for them, 
and represents their good conduct, in 
hopes of obtaining a mitigation of their 
sentence; and has often succeeded. Nor 
does her solicitude for these victims of 
crime and neglect terminate here; for 
she has recently been visiting one of the 
vessels destined for Botany Bay, in 
which were between two and three hun- 
dred female convicts; when she caused 
them to be separated into classes, kindly 
laid out their little stock of money in ar- 
ticles of clothing, &c. best suited to their 
wants on their arrival in the colony, and 
failed not to bestow on them the best 
and kindest admonition. 

Besides the good Mrs. Fry has already 
done, we have heard, that she entertains 
a sanguine belief, that, if supported by 
the countenance of government, a com- 
plete reform in all our prisons may be 
effected by changing their present plans 
of economy; as is now proved to be 
practicable, by close attention and good 
direction, to make every prisoner in 
health, by fair labour, contribute, in a 
considerable degree, to his own support, 
not allowing him to revel in superflui- 
ties, provided by his friends, as is often 
the case during imprisonment, and which 
is one of the great sources of drunken- 
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ness and profligacy, and a preventive of 
those suitable feelings which tend to pe- 
nitence. 

These laudable exertions were men- 
tioned to her Majesty; and in a late visit 
to the city, the queen desired Mrs. Fr 
to be introduced to her, as a leplacionl 
ing proof of her royal approbation; and 
was pleased to express herself very gra- 
ciously, and to honour her by a conver- 
sation of some length, in the presence of 
the numerous and applauding spectators 
in the Egyptian Hall. 

Mrs. Fry has been examined before a 
committee of the House of Commons, 
(and a most interesting statement will 
shortly appear in the reports) at which 
they expressed much satisfaction, as well 
as a conviction of the utility of her ex- 
traordinary labours. 

Several bishops have lately been pre- 
sent while Mrs. Fry was reading to the 
poor women in Newgate; and appeared 
much pleased with her great mildness 
and unostentatious manners; and ex- 
pressed considerable astonishment at 
such an extraordinary result as the re- 
formation, good order, and industry, of 
this hitherto depraved class of beings. 

Among many other respectable testi- 
monies, the Grand Jury of the city of 
London marked their approbation of Mrs. 
Fry’s meritorious services, in their report 
to the court at the Old Bailey, on visit- 
ing Newgate, the 21st of February, 1818, 
in the following handsome manner; and 
similarly in a letter to that lady, in- 
closing a donation towards the purpose 
of her benevolent fund—* The Grand 
Jury cannot conclude this report with- 
out expressing, in an especial manner, 
the peculiar gratification they experience 
in observing the important services ren- 
dered by Mrs. Fry and her friends, and 
the habits of religion, order, industry and 
cleanliness, which her humane, benevo- 
lent, and praise-worthy exertions have 
introduced among the female prisoners; 
and that, if the principles which govern 
her regulations were adopted towards 
the males as well as females, it would 
be the means of converting a prison into 
a school of reform, and, instead of send- 
ing criminals back into the world, (as is 
now too generally the case) hardened in 
vice and depravity, they would be re- 
stored to it repentant, and probably be- 
come useful members of society.” 











~ 
































There is one pleasing reflection, in ad- 
dition to the many that the contempla- 
tion of this subject affords, which we 
cannot help making—that the benefits 
resulting from Mrs. Fry’s philanthropic 
labours will not terminate in a partial 
improvement in prison discipline; for, 
by convincing the world that it is pos- 
sible to reform the most abandoned cha- 
racters, and that nothing more is wanted 
to their reformation than to exercise the 
mildness and persuasion of a truly be- 
nign and Christian spirit, she has struck 
at the root of those sanguinary iaws 
which are in direct contradiction to the 
mild tenets of the Christian doctrine, as 
well as repugnant to the best feelings of 
humanity; and has paved the way for a 
great alteration in the penal code of this 
country. 

We cannot conclude without observ- 
ing, that in the commendation we have 
bestowed on Mrs. Fry, it is but justice 
to say that the committee of ladies who 
have so laudably assisted her, and con- 
tributed so greatly to the success of her 
philanthropic project, are deserying of 
every praise for their meritorious exer- 
tions; it is impossible to distinguish them 
all in the same way; and it should be 
recollected, that in praising the projec- 
tor, we in fact are praising those who 
have been instrumental to her success. 


_[To this tribute of gratitude for the exer- 
tions of this admirable woman, we add an ex- 
tract from the Edinburgh Review; it is’the 


concluding paragraph of their review of Bux- 
ton on Prison Discipline—No. LX. 


After an account of the reformation and im- 
provements effected by the persevering ex- 
ertions of the Ladies Committee of Newgate, 
they thus express themselves—] 


We have nothing more to say; and 
would not willingly weaken the effect of 
this impressive statement by any obser- 
vations of ours. Let us hear no more of 
the difficulty of regulating provincial 
prisons, when the prostitute felons of 

ondon have been thus easily reformed 
and converted. Let us never again be 
told of the impossibility of repressing 
drunkenness and profligacy, or intro- 
ducing habits of industry in small esta- 
blishments, when this great crater of vice 
and corruption has been thus stilled and 
purified. And, above all, let there be an 
end of the pitiful apology of the want of 
funds, or means, or agents, to effect those 
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easier improvements, when women from 
the middle ranks of life—when quiet un- 
assuming matrons, unaccustomed to bu- 
siness, or to any but domestic exertion, 
have, without funds, without agents, with- 
out aid or encouragement of any descrip- 
tion, trusted themselves within the very 
centre of infection and despair, and, by 
opening their hearts only, and not their , 
urses, have effected, by the mere force 
of kindness, gentleness and compassion, 
a labour, the like to which does not re- 
main to be performed, and which has 
smoothed the way and insured -success 
to all similar labours. We cannot envy 
the happiness which Mrs. Fry must en- 
joy from the consciousness of her own 
great achievements—but there is no hap- 
piness or honour of which we should be 
so proud to be partakers. And we seem 
to relieve our own hearts of their share 
of. national gratitude in thus placing on 
her simple and modest brow that truly 
civic crown, which far outshines the lau- 
rels of conquest, or the coronals of power 
—and can only be outshone itself by 
those wreaths of imperishable glory 
which await the champions of Faith and 
Charity in a higher state of existence. 


From the London Jewish Expositor. 


Specimen of Welch Preaching. 


At a meeting of ministers at Bristol, 
the Rev. Mr.- invited several of his 
brethren to sup with him; among them 
was the minister officiating at the Welch 
meeting house in that city. He was an 
entire stranger to all the company, and 
silently attentive to the general conver- 
sation of his brethren. The subject on 
which they were discoursing, was the 
different strains of, public preaching. 
When several had given their opinion, 
and had mentioned some individuals as 
good preachers, and such as were mo- 
dels as to style of composition, &c. 
Mr. turned to the Welch stranger, 
and solicited his opinion. He said, he 
felt it to bea privilege to be silent 
when such men were discoursing ; but 
that he felt it a duty to comply with this 
request. “But,” said he, “if I must give 
my opinion, I should say that ye have 
no good preachers in England.” “ No? 


said Mr. L. “No,” said he; “that is, 1 
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mean ne such preachers as we have in 
the principality.” “I know,” said Mr. 
L. “you are famous for jumping in 
Wales, but that is not owing, 1 sup- 
pose, so much to the strain of preach- 
ing which the people hear, as to the en- 
thusiasm of their characters.”—* In- 
deed,” scid the Welchman, “you would 
jump too, if you heard and understood 
such preaching.” “ Why,” said Mr. L. 
“do you not think I could make them 
jump if 1 were to preach to them? 
“You make them jump!” exclaimed the 
Welchman, “you make them jump! A 
Welchiman would set fire to the world 
while you were. lighting your match.” 
The whole company became very much 
interested in this new turn of the sub- 
ject, and unanimously requested the 
gool man to give them some specimen 
of the style and manner of preaching in 
the principality. “Specimen,” said he, 
“{ caunot give you; if John Elias was 
here, he would give you a specimen in- 
deed. Oh! John Elias is a great preach- 
er.” “Well,” said the company, “give 
us something that you have heard from 
him.” “Oh no!” said he, “I cannot do 
justice to it—beside, do you understand 
the Welch language” ‘They said “ No, 
not so as to follow a discourse.” “Then,” 
said he, “it is impossible for ye to un- 
derstand if I were to give you a speci- 
men.”—*“ But,” said they, “cannot you 
put it into English?” “Oh!” said he, 
“your poor meagre language would 
spoil it; it is not capable of expressing 
those ideas which a Welchman can con- 
ceive; I cannot give you a specimen in 
English without spoiling it” The inter- 
est of the company was increased, and 
nothing would do but something of a 
specimen, while they promised to make 
every allowance for the language— 
* Well,” said the Welchman, “if you 
must have a piece, | must try; but I 
don’t know what to give you. I do not 
recollect a piece of John Elias; he is 
our best preacher. I must think a little: 
well, I recollect a piece of Christmas 
Evans. Christmas Evans was a good 
preacher, and I heard him a little time 
ago, atan association of ministers. He 


was preaching on the depravity of man 
by sin—of his recovery by the death of 
Christ; and he said—*“ Brethren, if I 
were, to represent to you in a figure, the 
condition of man as a sinner, and the 


SERMON. 7] 


means of his recovery by the cross of 
Jesus Christ, I should represent it some- 
what in this way. Suppose a large grave 
yard, surrounded by a high wall, with 
only one entrance, which is: by a large 
iron gate, which is fast bolted ; within 
these walls are thousands and tens of 
thousands of human beings, of all ages 
and of all classes, by one epidemic dis- 
ease bending to the grave—the grave 
awns to swallow them, and they must 
all die—there is no balm to relieve 
them—no physician there—they must 
perish. This is the condition of man ag 
a sinner—all, all have sinned, and the 
suul that sinneth, it shall die. While 
man was in this deplorable state, Mercy, 
the darling attribute of Deity, came 
down and stood at the gate, looked at 
the scene, and wept over it, exclaiming, 
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“Oh! that I might enter; [ would bind 
up their wounds—I would relieve their 
sorrows—I would save their souls!” 
While Mercy stood weeping at the gate, 
an embassy of angels, commissioned 
from the Court of Heaven to some other 
world, passing over, paused at the sight, 
and Heaven forgave that pause; and 
seeing Mercy standing there, they cried, 
“ Mercy, Mercy, can you not enter ? Can 
you look upon this scene and not pity? 
Can you pity and not reliever’ Mercy 
replied, “I can see ;” and in her tears 
she added, “I can pity, but I cannot re- 
lieve.” Why can you not enter” “Oh!” 
said Mercy, “Justice has barred the gate 
against me, and [ cannot, must not, un- 
At this moment Justice himself 
appeared as it were to watch the gate. 
The angels inquired of him, “ Why will 

ou not let Mercy in?” Justice replied, 
“ My law is broken, and it must be ho- 
noured. Die they or Justice must!” At 
this, there appeared a form among the 
angelic band, like unto the Son of God, 
who, addressing himself to Justice, said, 
“What are thy demands?” Justice re- 
plied, “ My terms are stern and rigid. I 
must have sickness for their health—I 
must have ignominy for their honour—J 
must have death for life.” “Without 
shedding of blood there is no remission.” 
“Justice,” said the Son of God, “ J ac- 
cept thy terms. On me be this wrong, 
and let Mercy enter.” “When,” said 
Justice, “will you perform this promise” 
Jesus replied, “four thousand years 








hence, upon the hill of Calvary, with- 
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72 : TRUMBULL’S PAINTING. 


out the gates of Jerusalem, I will per- 
form it in my own person.” The deed 
was prepared and signed in the pre- 
sence of theangelsof God. Justice was 
satisfied, and Mercy entered, preaching 
salvation in the name of Jesus. The 
deed was committed to the patriarchs, 
by them to the kings of Israel and the 
prophets; by them it was preserved till 
Daniel’s seventy weeks were avcom- 

lished. Then, at the appointed time, 
Fustice appeared on the hill of Calvary, 
and Mercy presented to him the impor- 
tant deed. “Where,” said Justice, “is 
the Son of God’ Mercy answered, 
“Behold him at the bottom of the hill, 
bearing his own cross;” and then she 
departed, and stood aloof at the hour of 
trial. Jesus ascended the hill, while in 
his train followed his wetping church. 
Justice immediately presented him with 
the deed, saying, “ This is the day when 
this bond is to be executed.” When he 
received it, did he tear it in pieces, and 


give it to the winds of Heaven? No, he 


nailed it to his cross, exclaiming, “It is 
finished.” Justice called on holy fire to 
come down and consume the sacrifice. 
Holy fire descended—it swallowed his 
humanity, but when it touched his deity 
it expired! and there was darkness over 
the whole Heavens :. But “Glory to God 
in the highest, on earth peace, good will 
to men.” 

“ This,” said the Welchman, “ this is 
but a specimen of Christmas Evans.” 


Philadelphia, Jan. 26. 
‘MR. TRUMBULL’S PAINTING. 


The Declaration of Independence is 
now exhibiting in the State House in this 
city. While the eye dwells upon the 
countenances of the noble men, whose 
courage and wisdom it is the design of 
the piece to commemorate—and while 
memory recals the deeds of patriotic he- 
roism which are connected with the 
scene, every feeling is raised higher by 
the reflection, that under the very roof 
which now covers the picture, the living 
men sat in solemn deliberation upon the 
awful crisis, and resolved upon an act 


_ which is one of the most important that 


has ever been recorded. 


eee 
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shed a more salutary influence over the 
destinies of so great a mass of mankind 
—the wisdom of no political act waa 
ever so soon and so powerfully demon- 
strated by such magnificent consequen- 
ces: And justly may the nation be 
proud of the act itself, and of those emi- 
nent men, its authors, whose patriotism 
(rising above enthusiasm, and the pas- 
sions which have so often bewildered 
mankind,) was calm, dignified, perse- 
vering, and always under the guidance 
of reason and virtue. 

The painting represents the Congress 
at the moment when the Committee ad- 
vance to the table of the President to 
make their report. 

It contains faithful portraits of thirty- 
six members, who were living in the 
year 1788, when the picture was begun 
—and of all others of whom any authen- 
tic representation could be obtained.” 


| Mr. T. has issued proposals for pub- 


lishing a print fronr the picture. 

The plate will be engraved by one of 
the most eminent artists in Europe. The 
size will be 20 inches by 30, to match 
the prints of the Battle of Bunker’s Hill, 
and the Attack on Quebec. The price 
to subscribers, twenty dollars, one half 
to be paid at the time of subscribing, the 
remainder on the delivery of the print, 
which will be as soon as the work can 
possibly be completed, 

We hope he will receive in the sub- 
scription to the engraving, an ample ex- 
pression of the approbation of the Ame- 
rican public. ' 
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New York. 


“C. D. Colden, John Whetten, Henry 
Eckford, and their associates, give no- 
tice, that they intend to apply to the le- 
gislature of New York for a charter, un- 
der the name of the Ocean Steam Boat 
'Company of the city of New York, with 
a capital of 300,000 dollars, for the pur- 
pose of navigating the ocean by steam.” 

If the force of steam can be rendered 
useful on the “ stormy sea,” it will form 
a new and very important era in naviga- 
tion. It appears that the difficulty of 
carrying fuel will always be an insuper- 
able objection to long voyages made by 
‘this power only; but perhaps, those 











_ whose knowledge is less superficial, may 


“No event in human history ever || not be at a loss for the means of supply. 
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Baltimore, Jan. 16. 

* "Lhe person charged with the horrible 
murder of Mary Ashford, and who, when 
arraigned for trial, plead the law of bat- 
tle, we are informed, now resides in this 
city.” 

‘The case of this man (Abraham Thorn- 
‘ton) is a curious instance of the revival 
of an obsolete statute. There are so 
many jaws in England which have fallen 
into disuse, and are suffered to continue 
unrepealed, till they are hidden by the 
dust of ages, that it is somewhat sur- 
prizing that the ingenuity of their law- 
yers does not more frequently brush 
them off to suit particular purposes. 
Some judge in England boasted of this 
as an advantage: he said it was out of 
the power of any legislature to make 
laws to suit every degree of crime, but 
by having them thus laid aside, they 
could occasionally make use of some an- 
tiquated and severe one, to punish a 
man whom the laws in use would not 
reach with sufficient force ! 


_RUU$. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 


Paris, Nov. 21. 

I lose no time in communicating to 
you the important intelligence that the 
ministry have determined on suppress- 
ing the preliminary censure to which the 
French journals were subjected, and of 
proposing a special law for their regula- 
tion. The matter is to be immediately 
discussed in the council of state, and I 
am informed that the clauses of the law 
comprehend every species of offence, 
and even discriminate with precision be- 
tween the various shades of calumny and 
scandal. The newspapers will not from 
the ist January, appear by privilege as 
heretofore, but a deposit of 72,000 livres 
will be required, bearing interest of four 
per cent. and serving as a caution. From 
this mass the fines to which the editors 
may occasionally be condemned, will be 
collected, and they will be obliged to 
complete the original sum within a given 
period. The cognizance of all matters 
relating to newspapers, will be exclu- 
sively left to the jury, as in England. 














London, Nov. 27. 
The General Assembly at Jamaica has 
resolved to present a memorial to the 
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Prince Regent, representing the dread- 
ful evils which they are threatened with 
by the new navigation act of the United 
States, and praying that measures may 
be adopted to avert them. 

As soon as the account of her Majes- 
ty’s death was received at Liverpool, 
the journeymen tailors demanded double 
wages, which the masters not complying 
with, the men immediately left their em- 
ploy; but several of them had left their 
work in an: unfinished state; they were 
brought up by summons, on Friday, be- 
fore the magistrates at the town hall.— 
After having heard the case, the magis- 
trates stated, that the men were bound 
to finish the work they had begun, and 
made an order to that effect, with which 
the men reluctantly complied. 


—— 


Spain.—A letter received in Wash- 
ington, states, that an attempt had been 
made at Madrid, to assassinate the mar- 
quis Casa d’Yrujo, secretary of state, 
pro tempore, for foreign affairs, of the 
Spanish government. 


=o 


We have letters from Madrid to-day 
to the 10th inst. It appears that Ferdi- 
nand VII. is likely to have some diffi- 
culties to contend with at home, as well 
as in his colonies. A number of soldiers 
who had long been deprived of their pay, 
and are consequently dissatisfied, have 
deserted and taken shelter in the moun- 
tains of Gallicia, where they have been 
joined by a considerable body of pea- 
sants reduced by the late war, and ac- 
customed to depredations with the Guer- 
rilla parties, and the whole, it is assert- 
ed, constitutes a force so fermidable, 
that the ordinary police, which is in a 
very bad state, is not competent to sup- 
press it. It is not stated that these ma- 
rauders have yet proceeded further than 
the stoppage of travellers or incursions 
into the neighbouring villages, but the 
letters mention that the purpose is open 
rebellion, and declarations to this eflect 
have been circulated by them. Weare 
also informed, that a body of Spanish 
infantry has been despatched for the 
purpose of subduing them ; but there is 
much doubt whether many of these sol- 
diers are not equally disinclined to obe- 
dience. 
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74, PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS. 


Public Wffairs. 
. Fifteenth Congress. 


SECOND SESSION, 








SENATE. 

Jan. 11.—Mr. Sanford submitted a motion 
to require from the attorney general a list of 
causes depending in the several district and 
circuit courts and in the supreme court; dis- 
tinguishing civil and criminal cases, suits be- 
tween citizens of different states, suits to 
which the United States are a party, original 
causes and causes removed by appeal or writ 
of error, &c. &c. to exhibit the actual state of 
business depending. 

Mr. Otis submitted for consideration a mo- 
tion that the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate information of 
the seizure of American property at Hayti 
and of negotiations for restitution. 

Jan. 12.—The engrossed bill to admit the 
Alabama territory as a state into the union was 
passed and sent to the other house for con- 
currence. 

The committee on public lands reported a 
bill providing for a grant of land for the scat 
of government of the state of Mississippi and 
for the support of a seminary of learning in 
the said state, which was read. 

The President of the United States, trans- 
mitted from the war department, a statement 
of the effective force of the army; of the dif- 
ferent parts where distributed; the ordnance, 
&c.; agreeably to the resolution of the Sth 
instant. 

Jan. 13.—The bill to suspend the sale of 
lands for failure in payment, was read the 
third time, passed, and sent to the other 
house for concurrence. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of 
the joint resolution, proposing an amendment 
to the constitution, so as to produce an uni- 
form mode (by districts) throughout the se- 
veral states, of electing electors of president 
and vice president of the United States, and 
representatives to Congress. 

It was ordered to a third reading by a vote 
of 28 to 11. 

Jan. 15.—The committee reported a bill 
providing for the erection of-an equestrian 
statue of WasHINGTON. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Jan. 11.—The committee on roads and ca- 
nals, to which was recommitted a bill autho- 
rising the subscription of stock in the Chesa- 
peake and’ Delaware Canal Company, report- 
ed the same without amendment, which was 
committed to a committee of the whole. 

Jan. 12.—Mr. T. M. Nelson, from the com- 


“mittee on military affairs, delivered in the 


following report: 

The committee on military affairs, to whom 
was referred that part of the President’s 
message, of the 17th November, 1818, which 








| justly) had protected them, was also in our 


relates to the proceedings of the court mar- 
tial, in the trial of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, 
and to the conduct of the war against the Se- 
minole Indians, Report : 

That after a perusal of the various docu- 
ments submitted to Congress, on the subject 
of the Seminole war, they find much difficul- 
ty in separating the responsibility of the com- 
manding officer to his government, from the 
obligations of the United States to Spain; 
but, as the occupation and capture of Pensa- 
cola and St. Marks, are subjects of negocia- 
tion and correspondence, at this time, be- 
tween the two governments, and as the com- 
mittee on foreign relations, will, probably, 
consider this part of the President’s message 
more immediately connected with their 
branch of the subject, your committee will 
confine themselves, in this report, to the trial 
and execution of Alexander Arbuthnot and 
Robert C. Ambrister. | 

On the 26th April, 1818, a general order 
issued at head quarters, fort St. Marks, by 


‘major general Jackson, signed by colonel Ro- 


bert Butler, adjutant general, detailing “a 
special court martial, to meet at 12 o’clock, 
A.M. for the purpose of investigating charges 
exhibited against A. Arbuthnot, R. C. Ambris- 
ter, and such others who are similarly situated 
as may be brought before it.” 

Your committee do not deem it necessary 
to attach to their report the proceedings of 
that court, as every member of the house has 
been furnished with several copies, to which 
reference can be made. 

Your committee can find no law of the U. 
States, authorising a trial, before a military 
court, for such offences as are alleged against 
Arbuthnot and Ambrister, (except so much 
of the second charge, as charges Arbuthnot 
with “acting as a spy,” of which part of the 
charge the court found him “ not guilty’’) nor 
in the opinion of your committee does any 
usage authorise, or exigency appear, from the 
documents accompanying the report of the 
trial, which can justify the assumption and 
exercise of power by the court martial, and 
the commanding general on this occasion. It 
is admitted, as a maxim of the law of nations, 
that, when the war is with a savage nation 
which observes no rules, and never gives 
quarter, we may punish them in the person 
of any of their people, whom we may take, 
(belonging to the number of them,) and en- 
deavour by this rigorous proceeding to force 
them to respect the laws of humanity. Where- 
ever severity is not absolutely necessary, mer- 
cy becomes a duty. In vain has your commit- 
tee sought among the documents on the sub- 
ject of the Seminole war, for a shadow of ne- 
cessity forthe death of the prisoners arraigned 
before the court. The war was at an end, to 
all intents and purposes—the enemy’s strong 
holds bad been destroyed—many of them 
killed or taken prisoners, and the remainder 
a feeble band, dispersed and scattered in 
every direction. The Spanish fort of St. 
Marks, which it was supposed, (and no doubt 
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,ossession, and so entirely was the war con- 
sidered to be terminated, that the Georgia 
militia, under general Glasscock, had return- 
ed to their homes. Then where was the aéd- 
solute necessity which alone could warrant a 
departure from the exercise of that clemen- 
cy, of which the United States has heretofore 
so justly boasted? 

Your committee find, in the general order 
of the 29th April, in which general Jackson 
orders the execution of Arbuthnot and Am- 
brister, this remarkable reason, intended asa 
justification of the executions, principally of 
Ambrister, but applying to both Arbuthnot 
and Ambrister: “It is'an established princi- 
ple of the law of nations, that any individual 
of a nation, making war against the citizens of 
another nation, they being at peace, forfeits 
his allegiance, and becomes an outlaw and a 
pirate.” It may be asked, by what system of 
interpretation the offences charged could be 
considered as piracies, which imply, in com- 
mon acceptation, orfences upon the high seas, 
of which the court could not assume cogni- 
zance; and it is equally difficult to understand 
the propriety of the application of the term 
“ outlaw,”? to the offenders—a term, which 
applies only to the relations of dividuals 
with their own governments. It will not be 
pretended, that La Fayette, who volunteered 
his services in the cause of America, in the 
war which established our independence, for- 
feited his allegiance, became an outlaw, and 
subjected himself to an ignominious death, 
had he fallen into the hands of the Engiish. 
Or can it be believed that one voice would be 
heard in justification of Spain, if she were to 
execute such of our countrymen as she may 
make prisoners, while fighting in the armies 
of the South American patriots? And if these 
cases should not be considered of such a na- 
ture, as to warrant a resort to so severe a 
measure, while they occurred with a people 
in a state of revolution, and considered by the 
parent country to be in a state of rebellion, 
much less could these men (Arbuthnot and 
Ambrister) be cénsidered liable to it, who 
were acting with a power, acknowledged 
and treated as sovereign and independent by 
us. 

Your committee beg leave to call your at- 
tention particularly to the case of R. C. Am- 
brister, who, after having been subjected to 
a trial before a court which had no cogni- 
zance or jurisdiction over the offences charg- 
ed against him, was shot by order of the 
commanding general, contiary to the forms 
and usages of the army, and without regard 
to the finding of that court, which had been 
instituted as a guide for himself. 

Your committee must here, in justice to 
their own feelings, express their extreme 
regret, that it has become their duty to dis- 
approve the conduct of one who has, on a 
former occasion, so eminently contributed to 
the houour and defence of the nation, as has 
major general Jackson; but the more elevat- 
ed the station, the more exalted the charac- 








ter of the individual, the more necessary is 
it, by a seasonable, yet temperate expression 
of public opinion, through the constitutional 
organ, to prevent the recurrence of incidents 
at variance with the principles of our govern- 
ment and laws. 

Nor can your committee forbear including 
in their strictures the court martial, who sat 
on the trial of Arbutinot and Ambrister. <A 
court martial is a tribunal invested with limit- 
ed jurisdiction, having for its guidance the 
same rules of evidence which govern courts 
of law; and yet Arbuthnot is refused by the 
court martial, before whom he was on trial 


for his life, the benefit of the testimony of 


Ambrister, who had not been put upon his 
trial at that time, and whose evidence would 
have been received by any court of law as 
legal, if not credible. Many other exceptions 
might be made to the evidence recorded im 
these proceedings; particularly to the ques- 
tion put to the witness Hambly, viz. “ Do you 
believe the Seminoles would have commenced 
the business of murder and depredation on 
the white inhabitants, had it not been at the 
instigation of the prisoner [Arbuthnot], and a 
promise, on his part, of British protection ?”’ 
Answer: “ I do not dekeve they would, with- 
out they had been assured of British protec- 
tion.” <A leading question is expressly for- 
bidden to be used by a court martial, by Ma- 
comb on Martial Law, and of which the court 
must have been apprised, as it is a work 
common in the army, and usually referred to 
by every court martial when in session; and 
the question was calculated to elicit an ex- 
pression of opinion and belief from the witness, 
rather than a statement of facts, upon which 
alone could the court act. Hearsay evidence, 
in a case of life and death, your committee 
will venture to assert, was never before re- 
ceived against the accused in any court of 
this country, and yet on the face of the re- 
cord of the proceedings of the court martial, 
hearsay testimony is admitted, which had 
been received from an Indian, who, if pre- 
sent, would not have been allowed to give 
evidence himself. 

After mature deliberation, your committee 
beg leave to submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States disapproves the 
proceedings in the trial and execution of 
Alexander Arbuthnot and Robert C. Am- 
brister. 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, also of the mili- 
tary committee, submitted a paper drawn up 
in the shape of a report by that committee, 
which, by a majority of one vote, that com- 
mittee had refused to accept. 

[This paper gives a favourable sketch of 
general Jackson’s conduct, and concludes that 
he is * entitled to the thanks of the country.” 
—We do not publish it, because it is long; 
and because the publication of Mr. Secretary 
Adams’ letter has already shown the argu- 
ments on that side of the question.] 

The report and this paper were referred 
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to a committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, and will be called up on Monday 
next. . 

T he bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the military establishment for the year 
1819, was read the third time and passed by 
a vote of 107 to 57. 

Jan. 13.—The committee on that part of 
the President’s message which relates to the 
illicit introduction of slaves, reported a biil 


_ jn addition to the act for the prohibition of 


the slave trade;”? which was twice read and 
committed. 

Jan. 14.—A report was received from the 
secretary of war, containing a plan for the 
application of such means as are within the 
power of Congress, to the purpose of open- 
ing.and constructing such roads and canals as 
may deserve the aid of government, with a 
view to military operations during war; also 
a statement of what has been done. 

The President of the United States was re- 
quested to inform the House, whether appli- 
cation have been made by any of the inde- 
pendent governments of South America, to 
have a minister accredited. 

Jan. 15—The committee on Indian affairs 
reported a bill, providing for the abolition of 
the existing Indian trading establishments of 
the United States, and opening the trade to 
individuals ; also a bill authorizing the Presi- 
dent to select such tribes of Indians as he 
may think best prepared for the change, and 
to adopt such means as he may judge expe- 
dient to civilize them. 

Mr. Sergeant offered for consideration the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the judi- 
ciary be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of enacting a general ordinance, 
whereby the fundamental principles of civil 
and religious liberty shall be guaranteed to 
the inhabitants of the territories exterior to 
the original limits: of the United States, and 
made the basis of all governments hereafter 
to be established therein. 

The resolution was ordered to lie upon the 
table. , 

On motion of Mr. Pindal, a committee was 
ordered to be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law for deliver- 
ing up persons held to labour, or service, in 
any of the states or territories, who shall es- 
cape into any other state or territory; and 
that the same committee have leave to report 
by bill. 

Jan. 16.—The committee appointed to in- 
vestigate the proceedings of the Bank of the 
United States, made a very perspicuous re- 

ert. 

: Some of the directors of this institution ap- 
pear from the report, to have been deeply 
engaged in stock-jobbing, and it was believ- 
ed by the committee, that some of the mea- 
sures of the board were adopted not with a 
view to the permanent interest of the institu- 
tion, but to affect the price of the bank 
stock. The committee consider the charter 





LEGISLATURE. 





that the bank has neglected, when it was in 
its power, to correct the evils arising from ex- 
cessive issues of the state banks, and has in- 
creased these evils by improper issues of its 
own notes. 


ee 


Pennsylvania Legislature 


January 12. 


The committee on banks reported a reso- 
lution for the appointment of a joint commit- 
tee to.proceed to Marietta, to examine the 
state of the bank at that place, and whether 
it is of public injury or not. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Marks, of the committee of ways and 
means, to whom was referred the resolution 
of the 16th of December last, directing an 
abstract statement to be laid before the house 
of the probable amount of the money that may 
be paid into the treasury of this common- 
wealth for the year 1819, together with the 
probable expense of the government during 
that period; also a statement of the probable 
amount of the appropriations heretefore made 
by law, that may be called for during the said 
period, report— 

That in order to enable the house to judge 
and adopt such measures as, in their opinion, 
may be most conducive to the improvement 
and prosperity of the state, they have thought 
proper, after complying with the directions 
as contained in the resolution, to submit cer- 
tain propositions to the house, and leave it to 
them to adopt such measures therein as they 
may deem most advisable. 

The committee submit an estimate of the 
probable amount of receipts at the treasury 
during the present fiscal year. 

The whole amount of the receipts at the 
treasury, including the loan of 50,000 dollars 
authorised by the act of the 25th of March 
last, and the balance in the treasury on the 
30th of November last, cannot be estimated 
at a greater sum than 526,019 dollars—arising 
from the following sources: 


From tavern licenses é . $3,000 
Lands and land ‘office fees ; . 50,000 
Auction duties. ; ; ‘ 60,000 
Fees received in the Secretary’s office 1,000 
Tax on county offices : , . 8,000 
Dividends on the bank of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, and Farmers’ and Me- 
chanics’ banks ; : : 189,000 
Dividends on bridge and other stock 7,000 


Miscellaneous, including debts . 15,000 
Exempt fines . ; : . 3,000 
Loan, per act of March last 50,000 


Balance in the treasury on the 30th of 
November last . 92,019 
¥ 526,019 


In laying before the House the probable 
amount of demands against the treasury, 
which cannot with such certainty be ascer- 








to have been violated in four instances, and | 


| tained; part of the items are founded on cer- 
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tain data, and will not vary from the sums set 
down: others are founded on the best infor- 
mation that could be obtained. 

The demands, other than ordinary expenses 
of government, are on account of subscrip- 
tions authorised on the part of the state, to 
assist in making internal improvements, such 
as turnpike roads, bridges, clearing out the 
beds of navigable rivers, &c. Most of these 
improvements being in a progressive state, 
the demands will depend on the work com- 
pleted the ensuing summer; as the state sub- 
scriptions in most instances are to be paid as 
the work progresseth: but from the best in- 
formation your committee could obtain, they 
are induced to believe the payments will be 
as follow: 


Expenses of government $ 180,000 
Miscellaneous, including interest on 


loan : . . : 18,000 
Pennsylvania claimants to lands in Lu- 

zerne county . . . 6,000 
Appropriations for turnpike ruads 225,658 
Common roads ‘ ; ° , 500 
Bridges ; . ‘ . ° 21,000 
Clearing obstructions in rivers 6,000 
State penitentiary at Pittsburg 31,300 
College at Meadville , . ; 666 
Pensions ; ‘ , ; 18,000 
Militia expenses 10,000 


Amount $517,124 


From the foregoing statement, which has 
been made from the most correct data, within 
the power of the committee, it would appear, 
that, during the present fiscal year, the pro- 
bable receipts at the treasury will amount to 
526,124 dollars, and that the probable dis- 
bursements during the same period, including 
the ordinary expenses of government, and 
the payment of appropriations already autho- 
rised by law, will amount to 517,124 dollars, 
leaving an unexpended balance in the trea- 
sury, on the last day of November, 1819, of 
8895 dollars. 

Your committee believe, that, if no addi- 
tional appropriations of money should be 
made at the present sitting of the legislature, 
it would not be prudent to adjourn, without 
authorising the governor to make a loan from 
some of the banks, if such loan should be 
found necessary, to meet the engagements of 
the treasury on the commencement of the 
next fiscal year. 

But if the legislature should be disposed to 
foster and encourage those works of internal 
improvement already commenced, and in a 
state of great forwardness, by granting them 
the aid they so much require, and withqut 
which the companies engaged therein cannot 
penely complete what will ultimately be so 

eneficial, not only to the citizens of the com- 
monwealth, but to the public revenue, and 
what the actual condition of the state so much 
requires, it will be necessary to authorise the 
governor to negotiate a loan of very consi- 
derable magnitude, which your committee 
would respectfully recommend, 


; 
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They therefore offer the following resolu- 
tion: , 

That a committee be appointed to bring in 
a bill, authorising the governor to negotiate 
a loan of dollars, with any of the 
incorporated banks in the city of Philadelphia, 
for a term of time not exceeding —— years, 
and that the said loan be applied to the pay- 
ment of existing appropriations made by law 
towards internal improvements, and such 
other appropriations as may be made during 
the present session of the legislature. Laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Mealey reported two bills; for the relief 
of Dickinson college; and to establish an aca- 
demy in Ebensburg, and granting a sum of 
money thereto. 

Mr. Weaver reported a bill to erect a new 
county out of Philadelphia county, to be call- 
ed Decatur. 

Mr. Emlen reported a bill to vest in trus- 
tees the estates of habitual drunkards, for the 
use of their families. 





Spanish NRelations. 


The Secretary of State of the United Sta‘es to 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to Spain, at Madrid. (No. 7.) 


(Continued from p. 64.) 


In the year 1817, Alexander Arbuthnot, of 
the island of New Providence, a British sub- 
ject, first appeared, as an Indian trader in 
Spanish Florida; and as the successor, of co- 
lonel Nicholls, in the employment of instigat- 
ing the Seminole and outlawed Red Stick In- 
dians to hostilities against the United States, 
by reviving the pretence that they were en- 
titled to all the lands which had been ceded 
to the Creek nation by the United States, in 
August, 1814. As a mere Indian trader, the 
intrusion of this man, into a Spanish pro- 
vince,, was contrary to the policy observed 
by all the European powers in this hemis- 
phere, and by none more rigorously than by 
Spain, of excluding all foreigners from inter- 
course with the Indians, within their territo- 
ries. It must be known to the Spanish go- 
vernment, whether Arbuthnot had a Spanish 


license for trading with the Indians in Spa- 


nish Florida or not; but they also know that 
Spain was bound by treaty, to restrain by 
force all hostilities on the part of those In- 
dians, against the citizens of the United 
States; and it is for them to explain how, 
consistently with those engagements, Spain 
could, contrary to all the maxims of her ordi- 
nary policy, grant such a license to a foreign 
incendiary, whose principal, if not his only 
object, appears to have been, to stimulate 
those hostilities which Spain had expressly 
stipulated by force to restrain. In his infernal 
XLIX.] instigations he was but too success- 
ful. No sooner did he make his appearance 


| among the Indians, accompanied by the pro 
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phet Hillis Hadjo, returned from his expedi- 
L.] tion to England, than the peaceful inha- 
bitants on the borders of the United States, 
were visited with all the horrors of savage 
war; the robbery of their property, and the 
barbarous and indiscriminate murder of wo- 
man, infancy and age. 

After the repeated expostulations, warn- 
ings and offers of peace, through the summer 
and autumn of 1817, on the part of the Uni- 
ted States, had been answered only by re- 
Ll. a.] newed outrages, and after a detach- 
LXI.] ment of forty men, under lieutenant 
Scott, accompanied by seven women, had 
been waylaid and murdered by the Indians, 
orders were given to general Jackson, and 
an adequate force was placed at his disposal, 
to terminate the war. It was ascertained that 
the Spanish force in Florida was inadequate 
for the protection even of the Spanish terri- 
tory itself, against this mingled horde of law- 
less Indians and negroes; and, although their 
devastations were committed within the li- 
mits of the United States, they immediately 
sought refuge within the Florida line, and 
there only were to be overtaken. The ne- 
cessity of crossing the line was indispensable; 
for it was from beyond the line that the In- 
dians made their murderous incursions within 
that of the United States. It was there that 
they had their abode, and the territory be- 
longed in fact to them, although within the 
borders of the Spanish jurisdiction. There it 
was that the American commander met the 
principal resistance from them; there it was 
XXXVIIL] that were found the still bleeding 
scalps of our citizens, freshly butchered by 
them; there it was that he released the only 
woman, who had been suffered to survive the 
massacre of the party under lieutenant Scott. 
But it was not anticipated by this govern- 
ment, that the commanding officers of Spain, 
in Florida, whose especial duty it was, in 
conformity to the solemn engagements con- 
tracted by their nation, to restrain, by force, 
those Indians from hostilities against the Uni- 
_ ted States, would be found encouraging, aid- 
ing and abetting them, and furnishing them 
with supplies for carrying on such hostilities. 
The officer in command, immediately before 
general Jackson, was, therefore, specially in- 
structed to respect, as far as possible, the 
Spanish authority, wherever it was maintain- 
ed, and copies of those orders were also fur- 
nished to general Jackson, upon his taking 
the command. In the course of his pursuit, 
as he approached St. Marxs, he was inform- 
ed, direct from the governor of Pensacola, 
that a party of the hostile Indians had threat- 
ened to seize that fort, and that he appre- 
hended the Spanish garrison there was notin 
strength sufficient to defend it against them. 
This information was confirmed from other 
sources, and by the evidence produced upon 
the trial of Armbrister, it proved to have 
been exactly true. By all the laws of neu- 
trality and of war, as well as of prudence and 
of humanity, he was warranted in anticipating 
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his enemy, by the amicable, and that being 
refused, by the forcible occupation of the 
fort. There will need no citations from 
printed treatises on international law, to 
prove the correctness of this principle. It 
is engraved in adamant on the common sense 
of mankind; no writer upon the laws of na- 
tions ever pretended to contradict it; none 
of any reputation or authority ever omitted 
to assert it. 

XXXIV.] At fort St. Marks, Alexander 


Arbuthnot, the British Indian trader from 


beyond the seas, the firebrand; by whose 
torch this Negro Indian war against our bor- 
ders had been rekindled, was found an in- 
mate of the commandant’s family ; and it was 
also found that, by the commandant himself, 
councils of war had been permitted to be held 
within it, by the savage chiefs and warriors; 
that the Spanish store-houses had been appro- 
priated to their use; that it was an open 
market for cattle, known to have been rob- 
bed by them from citizens of the United 
States, and which had been contracted for 
and purchased by the officers of the garri- 
son. That information had been afforded 
from this fort by Arbuthnot, to the enemy, 
of the strength and movements of the Ameri- 
can army; that the date of the departure of 
express had been noted by the Spanish com- 
missary, and ammunition, munitions of war, 
and all necessary supplies furnished to the 
Indians. 

The conduct of the governor of Pensacola 
was not less marked by a disposition of en- 
mity to the United States, and by an utter 
disregard to the obligations of the treaty, b; 
which he was bound to restrain by force, the 
Indians from hostilities against them. When 
called upon to vindicate the territorial rights 
and authority of Spain, by the destruction oi 
the Negro Fort, his predecessor had declared 
it to be not less annoying and pernicious to the 
Spanish subjects in Florida, than to the Uni 
ted States, but had pleaded his inability to 
subdue it. He, himself, had expressed his 
apprehensions that fort St. Marks would be 
forcibly taken by the savages from its Spanish 
garrison; yet, at the same time, lhe had re. 
fused the passage up the Escambia river, un- 
less upon the payment of excessive duties, to 
provisions destined as supplies for the Ame- 
rican army, which, by the ‘detention of them, 
was subjected to the most distressing priva- 
tions. He had permitted free ingress anc 
egress at Pensacola, to the avowed savage 
enemies of the United States. Supplies of 
ammunition, munitions of war and provision: 
had been received by them from thence. 
They had been received and sheltered there 
from the pursuit of the American forces, and 
suffered again to sally thence, to enter upon 
the American territory and commit new 
murders. Finally, on the approach of gene- 
XXXIII.] ral Jackson to Pensacola, the gover- 
nor sent him a letter, denouncing his entry 
upon the territory of Florida, as a violent 
outrage upon the rights of Spain, command- 
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ing him to depart and withdraw from the 
same, and threatening, in case of his non- 
compliance, to employ force to expel him. 

It became, therefore, in the opinion of ge- 
neral Jackson, indispensably necessary to 
take from the governor of Pensacola the 
LIV.] means of carrying his threat into execu- 
tion. Before the forces under his command, 
the savage ertemies of his country had disap- 
peared. But he knew that the moment those 
forces should be ‘disbanded, if sheltered by 
Spanish fortresses, if furnished with ammu- 
nitions and supplies by Spanish officers, and 
if aided and supported by the instigation of 
Spanish encouragement, as he had every rea- 
son to expect they would be, they would re- 
appear, and fired, in addition to their ordi- 
nary ferociousness, with revenge for the 
chastisement they had so recently received, 
would again rush with the war hatchet and 
scalping knife, into the borders of the United 
States, and mark every foot-step with the 
blood of their defenceless citizens. So far as 
all the native resources of the savage extend- 
ed, the war was at an end, and general Jack- 
son was about to restore to their families and 
their homes, the brave volunteers who had 
followed his standard, and who had consti- 
tuted the principal part of his force. This 
could be done with safety, leaving the regu- 
lar portion of his troops to garrison his line of 
forts, and two small detachments of volun- 
teer cavalry, to scour the country round 
Pensacola, and sweep off the lurking rem- 
nant of savages, who had been scattered and 
dispersed before him: This was sufficient to 
keep in check the remnant of the banditti, 
against whom he had marched, so long as 
they should be destitute of other aid and sup- 
port. It was, in his judgment, not sufficient, 
if they should be suffered to rally their num- 
bers under the protection of Spanish forts, 
and to derive new strength from the impo- 
tence or the ill will against the United States 
of the Spanish authorities. 

He took possession, therefore, of Pensa- 
cola and of the fort of Barrancas, as he had 
done of St. Marks, not in a spirit of hostility 
to Spain, but as a necessary measure of self- 
defence; giving notice that they should be 
restored whenever Spain should place com- 
manders and a force there, able and willing 
to fulfil the engagements of Spain towards 
the United States, of restraining, by force, 
the Florida Indians from hostilities against 
their citizens. The President of the United 
States, to give a signal manifestation of his 
confidence in the disposition of the king of 
Spain, to perform with good faith this indis- 
pensable engagement, and to demonstrate to 
the world, that neither the desire of conquest 
nor hostility to Spuin, had any influence in 
the councils of the United States, has direct- 
ed the unconditional restoration to any Spa- 
nish officer, duly authorized to receive them, 
of Pensacola and the Barrancas, and that of 
St. Marks, to any Spanish force adequate for 
its defence against the attack of the savages. 


But the President will neither inflict punish- ! 








ment, nor pass a censure upon general Jack- 
son for that conduct, the motives for which 
were founded in the purest patriotism, of the 
necessity for which he had the most immedi- 
ate and effectual means of forming a judg- 
ment, and the vindication of which is written 
in every page of the law of nations, as well 
as in the first law of nature, self-defence. He 
thinks it, on the contrary, due to the justice, 
which the United States have a right to claim 
from Spain ; and you are accordingly instruct- 
ed to demand of the Spanish government, 
that inquiry shall be instituted into the con- 
duct of Don Joze Mazot, governor of Pen- 
sacola, and of Don Francisco C. Luengo, com- 
mandant of St. Marks, and a suitable punish- 
ment inflicted upon them for having, in defi- 
ance and violation of the engagements of 
Spain with the United States, aided and as- 


sisted these hordes of savages in those very 


hostilities against the United States, which it 
was their official duty to restrain. This in- 
quiry is due to the character of those officers 
themselves, and to the honuor of the Spanish 
government. The obligation of Spain to re- 
strain, by force, the Indians of Florida from 
hostilities against the United States and their 
citizens, is explicit, is positive, is unqualified. 
The fact, that for a series of years they have 
received shelter, assistance, supplies and pro- 
tection, in the practice of such hostilities from 
the Spanish commanders in Florida, is clear 
XKII.] and unequivocal. If, as the comman- 
XLII.]. ders both at Pensacola and St. Marks 
have alleged, this has been the result of their 
weakness, rather than of their will, if they 
have assisted the Indians against the United 
States to avert their hostilities from the pro- 
vince, which they had not sufficient force to 
defend against them, it may serve, in some 
measure, to exculpate, individually, those offi- 
cers, but it must carry demonstration irresisti- 
ble to the Spanish government that the right 
of the United States can as little compound 
with impotence as with perfidy, and that 
Spain must immediately make her election, 
either to place a force in Florida adequate at 
once to the protection of her territory and to 
the fulfilment of her engagements, or cede to 
the United States a province, of which she 
retains nothing but the nominal possession; 
but which is, in fact, a derelict open to the 
occupancy of every enemy, civilized or sa. 
vage, of the United States, and serving no 
other earthly purpose than as a post of an- 
noyance to them 

That the purposes, as well of the Negro 
Indian banditti, with whem we have been 
contending, as of the British invaders of Flo- 
rida, who first assembled and employed them, 
and of the British intruding and pretending 
traders, since the peace, who have instigated 
and betrayed them to destruction, have been 
not Jess hostile to Spain than to the United 
States, the proofs contained in the documents 
herewith enclosed, are conclusive. Mr. Pi. 
zarro’s note of 29th of August speaks of His 
Catholic Majesty’s profound indignation at 
the “sanguinary execution, on the Spanish 
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soil, of the subjects of powers in amity with 
the king”—meaning Arbuthnot and Ambris- 
ter. -Let Mr. Pizarro’s successor take the 
trouble of reading the enclosed documents, 
and he will discover who Arbuthnot and Am- 
XLIX.] brister were, and what were their 
purposes—that Arbuthnot .was only the suc- 
LVIII.} cessor of Nicholls, and Ambrister 
the agent of Woodbine, and the subaltern of 
M‘Gregor. Mr. Pizarro qualifies general 
Jackson’s necessary pursuit of a defeated sa- 
vage enemy beyond the Spanish Florida line, 
as a shameful invusion of His Mujesty’s territory 
—yet, that territory was the territory also of 
the savage enemy, and Spain was bound to 
restrain them, by force, from hostilities against 
the United States—and it was the failure of 
Spain to fulfil this engagement, which had 
made it necessary for general Jackson to pur- 
sue the savages across the line. What then 
was the character of Nicholl’s invasion of His 
Majesty’s territory; and where was His Ma- 
jesty’s profound indignation at that? Mr. Pi- 
zarro says, His Majesty’s forts and places have 
been violently seized on by general Jackson. 
Had they not been seized on, nay, had not 
the principal of his forts been blown up by 
Nicholls, and a British fort on the same Spa- 
nish territory been erected during the war, 
and left standing as a Negro fort, in defiance 
of Spanish authority, after the peace? Where 
was His Majesty’s profound indignation at 
that? Has His Majesty suspended formally all 
negotiation with the sovereign of colonel Ni- 
cholls, for the shameful invasion of his terri- 
tory without colour of provocation, without 
pretence of necessity, without the shadow or 
even avowal of a pretext? Has His Majesty 
given solemn warning to the British govern- 
ment, that these were incidents of “ transcen- 
dent moment capable of producing an essen- 
tial and thorough change in the political rela- 
tions ofé the two countries?’ Nicholls and 
Woodbine, in their invitations and promises 
to the slaves to run away from their masters 
and join them, did not confine themselves to 
the slaves of the United States—they received 
with as hearty a welcome, and employed with 
equal readiness, the fugitives from their mas- 
XXV.] ters in Florida, as those from Geor- 
gia. Against this special injury the governor 
of Pensacola did earnestly remonstrate with 
the British admiral Cockburn (see the docu- 
ment marked XXV.), but against the shame- 
ful invasion of the territory—against the vio- 
lent seizure of the forts and places—against 
the blowing up of the Barrancas, and the erec- 
tion and maintenance, under British banners, 
of the Negro Fort on Spanish soil—against 
the negotiation by a British officer in the 
midst of peace, of pretended treaties, offen- 
sive and defensive, and of navigation and com- 
merce, upon Spanish territory, between Great 
Britain and Spanish Indians, whom Spain-was 
bound to.control and restrain-—if a whisper of 
expostulation was ever wafted from Madrid 
to London, it was not loud enough to be 
heard across the Atlantic, nor energetic 
enough to transpire beyond the walls of the 
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palaces from which it issued, and to which it 
was borne. 

The connexion between Arbuthnot and Ni- 
cholls, and between Ambrister, Woodbine 
and M‘Gregor, is established beyond all ques- 
tion, by the evidence produced at the trials 
before the court martial. I have already re- 
marked to you on the very extraordinary cir- 
cumstance, that a British trader from beyond 
the sea, should be permitted, by the Spanish 
authorities, to trade with the Indians of Flo- 
rida. From his letter to Hambly, dated 3d 
May, 1817, (see the documents marked G in 
the proceedings of the court martial) it ap- 
pears that his trading was but a pretence; 
and that his principal purpose was to act as 
the agent of the Indians of Florida, and out- 
laws from the Creeks, to obtain the aid of the 
British government, in their hostilities against 
the United States. He expressly tells Ham- 
bly there, that the chief of those outlaws was 
the principal cause of his, Arbuthnot’s, being 
in the country; and that he had come with 
an answer from earl Bathurst, delivered to 
him by governor Cameron, of New Provi- 
dence, to certain Indian talks, in which this 
aid of the British government had been soli- 
cited. Hambly, himself, had been left by Ni- 


‘cholls, as the agent between the Indians and 


the British government; but having found 
that Nicholls had failed in his attempt to pre- 
vail upon the British government to pursue 
this clandestine war in the midst of peace ; 
and that they were not prepared -to suppor? 
his pretence, that half a dozen outlawed fugi- 
tives from the Creeks were the Creek na. 
tion;—when Arbuthnot, the incendiary came, 
and was instigating them, by promises of sup- 
port from Great Britain, to commence their 
murderous incursions into the United States, 
XLVII. b.] Hambly, at the request of the 


Creeks themselves, wrote to him, warning 
him to withdraw from among that band of 
outlaws, and giving him a solemn foreboding 


of the doom that awaited him, from the hand 
of justice, if he persevered in the course that 
he pursued. 

(To be continued.) 


iP ~ 


(CP Our friend “ Many” is informed tha‘ 
the subject of his communication was already 
considered and approved, though not to the 
extent of his opinions. We should be glad to 


hear from him again, and would reply at great- 
er length if we had a private channel of com- 


munication. 
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